
Evacuation Committee Report to the OFSRA Townhall 
Saturday, April 17, 2021 

 
Members of the Committee: Arlene Bradley, Lance, Campbell, James Costello (Chair), Lori Crivelli, 
Mark Logan, Mark Meyers, Lynn Poland, John Wohler, Jesse Worsham. 

 
Given the dangers that exist for our community, especially from fire, this committee was formed to 
create and implement an evacuation plan for Sierra Park (SP). Based upon our investigations, it may 
be more appropriate to change our committee name to something incorporating the names of “safety” 
and “disaster.” 

 
In pursuit of the objective of our committee, members have done the following: 

 
• Reviewed a 2009 Evacuation Plan. While outdated, this plan is impressive and very detailed in its 

recommendations and will be used as a guide for the committee’s activities as we move forward. 
 

• Met with the County Emergency Coordinator, Dore Bietz, and Sheriff Bill Pooley to discuss their 
roles in any emergency that would require evacuation. The Sheriff supervises any evacuation and 
follows precise protocols and issue detailed instructions to SP residents on how to proceed and 
exactly what exit routes to take. We were advised to remove the names “Evacuation routes” from 
any park signage since these could lead to confusion during an actual emergency regarding what 
exit routes to actually use. There was also a concern about locked gates and how these would be 
opened in an emergency. Some of these routes outside the park may be under Tuolumne County 
control.  

 
• Met with Karen Caldwell, Secretary of the Highway 108 Fire Safe Council, a grassroots, 

nonprofit organization working to reduce wildfire hazard and the effects of wildfires in the north 
Tuolumne County community. Highway 108 Fire Safe Council’s mission is to save lives and 
protect property through wildfire preparedness, prevention, and education. 
https://tuolumnefiresafe.org 
 
Ms. Caldwell informed us about becoming a FireWise Community. Doing so may reduce fire 
insurance rates for Sierra Park residents if they can meet the detailed requirements for protecting 
their residences from fire. Sierra Park residents were emailed information about this program. 
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA  
 
Sheriff Pooley, Ms. Caldwell, Ms. Bietz and the Fire have agreed to come to our Annual Meeting 
to present their information to Sierra Park residents. 

 
• Obtained maps of the currently designated evacuation routes and the contact information of 

private property owners along these routes. County map states that these routes are “Locally 
maintained.” The Apple-Bottini Rd. is County-maintained but it is unclear if the Long Barn Sugar 
Pine Rd. (our evacuation route), which branches off Apple-Bottini, is County maintained. 
 

• Contacted County Road Operations. They will check to see if the County has maintenance 
easements in place for these routes. 

 
• Determined the condition of the three usable evacuation routes. One dirt forest road, the Long 

Barn Sugar Pine Rd., in good, drivable condition at the southwest end of Jordan Way which exits 



at the Apple-Bottini Rd. Some brush needs to be trimmed. There is a gully which is passable. 
There is a new chain and padlock at the gate. Who has control of this gate?  
 
One dirt forest road, a continuation of the Long Barn Sugar Pine Rd., in good condition just east 
of Goliath which ends at Long Barn. The eastern route has a few fallen trees which can be easily 
cut and removed. There is a small gully. A small, apparently unremovable, rock sticks up about 3 
inches in the roadway. Part of this route is on the Park’s property but part goes through private 
property owned by Stuart Layman who has given us permission to remove any bushes or fallen 
trees along his part of the route. He has owned his property for 12 years and has no knowledge 
about how it is maintained. He is willing to help us with tree and brush removal. 

 
The third route is Wheeler Rd. which is open, paved and in excellent condition. A fourth route, 
Three Links Rd., may be a possible route but needs to be checked for feasibility. There is a fourth 
route at the southeast end of the Park that needs to be assessed. 
 

• Obtained the services of a certified forester to assess Park’s forestry needs. Committee members 
will meet with Ross Carkeet on May1. 
 

• Met with Jim McDonald, president of the Mi-Wuk Fire District Board, and with Fire Chief, 
James Klyn to discuss the possibility of the SP entering into an MOU with the Fire District to 
provide fire service in exchange for using our lodge and grounds for training. The Sheriff’s 
department might be interested in using SP for training as well. Both agencies support the 
concept, especially if it may help with responsiveness and effectiveness of an evacuation. Sierra 
Park is not in the Mi-Wuk Fire District but it has and will respond to SP emergencies. Park 
property owners pay taxes to Tuolumne County but the Fire District does not receive any revenue 
to pay for services to our park. Creating a special district might be one answer which would 
require a special election. Contacting Supervisor Aniah Kirk was suggested to help us with this 
and other issues. The committee will invite Supervisor Kirk to our Annual Meeting on May 30th. 
He has been instrumental in addressing other communities’ evacuation needs and was apparently 
involved in forming the nonprofit Quality Safe which might help us. 
 

• Obtained Information on joining the non-profit Mi Wuk Sugar Pine Fire Protection District 
Auxiliary (https://www.mwspfire.us/auxiliary). Joining may help us with our relationship 
with the Fire District. 
 

• Will contact other stakeholders including the US Forest Service, Sierra Pacific Industries and 
private property owners as necessary. 
 

Respectfully submitted. 
 

James Costello, Chair. 
 
209-402-9191 
jcostello@igc.org  


